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cleanliness of the Brigadier's frying-pan, for which, if found
correct, he always shook hands with the cook and congratulated
him ; his war upon flies; and his schemes of sanitation, and for
the salvage of every known thing, with huge notice-boards
erected to remind us of our duty in these respects in the front
line : " Cleanliness comes next to Godliness " ; " What have
you salved to-day ? " and " Remember you will have to pay for
the war," to which someone facetiously remarked, " Save my
skin and you can tax me up to the eyes." These were my own
experience, but everyone knows the chestnuts about the corpse
under the blanket, and the leave train at Vlamertinghe.

The policy of imagining that all a machine-gunner required
both for defence and for protection against the weather was a
glorified coote's nest, now fell into abeyance, and for the most
part the machine-gun teams were well posted in pill-boxes. The
best remembered and popular of these were probably Isis, Graf
Farm, Heine House, Thames, Tyne Cotts, Itchy, Joy, Dan House,
Jutland. On many occasions, the front of the 33rd Division was
raided by the Germans, particularly from the gasometers, and
opposite the railway from the direction of the Passchcndaele
Station. Again and again the Machine-Gun Companies were
thanked by the Brigadiers for their promptitude in bringing
down the SOS Barrage, both direct and indirect. This was
particularly so on the occasion of a raid upon the posts of the
ist Queen's, in which the enemy not only failed to reach the
posts, but left at least fifteen dead lying out in front of the wire,
in the machine-gun barrage line ; and during a similar raid
upon the Camcronians opposite Passchcndaele Church, Several
successful raids, also, were carried out by our troops, which were
admirably supported by direct and indirect machine-gun fire.
There is no doubt whatever, that by this time the Infantry had
the greatest confidence in direct machine-gun fire by night, and
in the barrage ; and invariably it was asked for.

We remained at Passchcndaele, the most dreaded of Sectors,
both by British and by German troops, during the whole of the
winter of 1917-18. On the I3th February an order was issued
by the War Office approving the formation of Machine-Gun
Battalions. This order was received by me when the Battalion
was on the line of march from Westbccourt to Ypres, at St.
Martin au Laert, where we had halted to billet for the night.
Within two hours the change of organization was completed,
reflecting the greatest credit especially on Lieutenant Harrison,